
Carcinoid tumor of the sigmoid colon
In Japan, Korea and China, carcinoid tumors of the large intestine are predominantly seen in 

the rectum.  Colonic occurrence of carcinoid tumor is extremely rare.  In contrast, in the Euro-

american countries, colonic carcinoid tumors are relatively common.  Waisberg et al have 

described, right-sided colon (cecum) is a preferred site of occurrence in Brazil.  The difference 

among the ethnic groups is quite noteworthy.  An exceptionally rare occurrence of carcinoid 

tumor in the sigmoid colon in a 49-year-old Japanese male patient is described herein.
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A biopsy from the sigmoid colon from a 49-year-old Japanese male patient 
shows submucosally invading and desmoplastic carcinoid tumor.  H&E-1
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A biopsy from the sigmoid colon from a 49-year-old Japanese male patient shows 
submucosally invading and desmoplastic carcinoid tumor.  The tumor cells are 
diffusely immunoreactive for synaptophysin.  Immunostaining for synaptophysin



A biopsy from the sigmoid colon from a 49-year-old Japanese male patient shows 
submucosally invading and desmoplastic carcinoid tumor.  The tumor cells are 
weakly immunoreactive for NCAM (CD56).  Immunostaining for NCAM (CD56)



A biopsy from the sigmoid colon from a 49-year-old Japanese male patient shows 
submucosally invading and desmoplastic carcinoid tumor.  The tumor cells are 
fundamentally negative for chromogranin A.  Immunostaining for chromogranin A



A biopsy from the sigmoid colon from a 49-year-old Japanese male patient shows submucosally 
invading and desmoplastic carcinoid tumor.  The tumor cells are diffusely and strongly 
immunoreactive for vimentin.  Reportedly, high vimentin expression with loss of E-cadherin 
expression is correlated with nodal and distant metastasis.  Immunostaining for vimentin



A biopsy from the sigmoid colon from a 49-year-old Japanese male patient 
shows submucosally invading and desmoplastic carcinoid tumor.  Ki-67 
labeling index of the tumor cells is low <3%.  Immunostaining for Ki-67



A biopsy from the sigmoid colon from a 49-year-old Japanese male patient shows 
submucosally invading and desmoplastic carcinoid tumor.  The tumor cells are 
moderately immunoreactive for somatostatin.  Immunostaining for somatostatin



A biopsy from the sigmoid colon from a 49-year-old Japanese male patient shows 
submucosally invading and desmoplastic carcinoid tumor.  The tumor cells are 
negative for bovine pancreatic polypeptide (BPP).  Immunostaining for BPP
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